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Tr a n sc “iPresicfeiiPKe fine Sy , s 9 Wewi 4 C 'Cf>lif erence 


the composition of tile in- 
spection teams; all these 
questions are still unresolved. 


The President; Good after- As we j®® 1 
noon. out, the Prim 

Prime Minister Pe arso^^f-f 
Canada and 1 have agreed tot '.DfSoiiW dive 
meet at Hyannis Port, Mass , gXch we , 
on May 10 and 11 for a first J^cr to a < 


of cototaon interest to the p0 

y P pe^Gl HiX Secretary prevent diffusio 

of Stgte for Political Affairs £ s , say , i aro lir)t < 
W, Avfcreil llartiman, having a , ld this re presc 

consulted in Paris with |j t a last cf j ort but a v 
French Foreign Minister deterrnined effort to see 
Ccuive de Murville, and #F We can prevent failure ft 
London with Foreign Socre* ^ tnc upon us ithis . Spri 
lary Lord Home, British ca- 

chairman of the- International ghifi in Soviet Lfi$e 
J^V^lfeeTw^Wow^ -4. Mr- President, b&k 


forces which, of course, are 
the army of Souvanna Phou- 
ma f whom the Communists 
themselves supported in 1961. 
So I think we have a very 
clear idea of where the re- 
sponsibility lies, and it would 
be a distortion to attempt to 
place the burden for the 
breakdown upon the United* 
States. 

I think the world can tell, 
very clearly who is struggling 
in the Plaine des Jarres and 
whgpihetttBre, must bear the 


C'ohtrol Commission for Laos, 
will tifnceed to Moscow^tp 
morrow to discuss the Lao- 
tian situation with the Soviet 
co-chairman, Foreign Mints- 
ter - Andrei Gromyko. 
hoes have a short message 
for Premier Khrushchev’ 
from me, explaining the pur-, 
pose of his trip. 

Threat iu Laos 

Q. ,l\Jr. President, with 


than perhaps any other pla< 
in the world. Would you i 
terpret a Soviet refusal 
go along with efforts to mai 
tain peace in the Governmci 


Population Growth 

b&k on q. Mr. President, how do 
irig. of a you feel about the recom- 
chexist- mendations of the National 
i accord Academy Science and also 


of Prof. John Rock of Har- 
vard, that the Federal Gov- 
ernment should participate 
actively in an attack on 
uncontrolled population 
growth? 



Laos i?6$Kng up, could you ^ing that wil^j«§Jud.lce United 
assess- for us the relative secretary TliriillffftBrrm’iii'i -today, 

threats posed to the United thinkwe yuU *t$|fY good Natioflal Insti- 

bt&^es by the Soviet Union deal more i#^^p^r0spect&* !* ates A f Healt b, gives assist- 
alfdTfed China? afterTe hf & Moscow. ’ «« 

A. Np, I think Ll would W gaite obviqhsiy, we regard Se? reo^duction and Ml 
a mistake to attempt to raa^ Jft .maLnteriaiice of the Ge-. the re st whdeh I Uilnk are 
that assessment on '«^^|a accord as very essential ^ B ortlnt sidles m^d there 
casion. We hmg^^PPlie’ security Laos -itself. - 

*?’££&*!££ involved* 

hey ^ j , te^of 1 and I think they are very use- 

“fo.fef - i s ful and should be continued. 


PreitijSiit Kennedy Jb’yesterda 


to thp- Geneva 1 jceord. It has 
assumed in tfjiaast a special 
rustliwitljpl ratty maintc- 
naiyp <?f %ap.gTOl and ^ndet 
pendent Laos, In the Vienna 
statement which the chair- 
man and I made in June of 
1961, committing ourselves 


pT'co-' be reached be.tweea ■countries 
id 'as l v^hich -have ’serious *differ- 
Lgnatory dhees, an accord ’ to be 
l. It has reached and maintained, 
i special 3f we fai ] la Laos, I Would 


Wouid’^ou cSfe to speak to A. What did these pro- 
that, sir? . grams consists of that is ob- 

A. No. I know there is a jectionable? 

„ a -■--£■ — - Q. Comment and opinion 

good deiif of concern lit the m intcrnationa i affairs. 
United Suites JjeCaUse CPre- A . Well( u there anything 
mier Fidel>' Castro is still about the comment that is at 
there. I think it is unfor- all objectionable or slanted? 
tunate that hp was permitted Q- I am not overseas, and 


says that according to his in- this is an instance, perhaps, 
formation there has been no of the press managing the 
reduction in the number of news? 

Russian troops in Cuba. He A - Well < 1 would not ever 
said several thousand have suggest that anyone would 
left; several thousand have manage the news. You have 
arrived there, with no change two kinds of statistics. One, 
in the over-all number since V™ have Federal employ- 
November. Would you care "lent rising and, therefore, 
that "is printed, that is news, 
to comment. Federal employment is ris- 

A. Yes. I have already said j n g Then you have the ques- 
the best information we have tion of whether Federal em- 
(is) from the intelligence ployment is rising in relation 
community, and I rely upon to the population, and it isn’t, 
the director of the Central It is, as you suggested, de- 
intelligence Agency as chair- dining. Federal expenditures 
man of the intergovernment- in relation to the population, 
al intelligence community nondefense expenditures, are 
for the information which I declining, 
have given publicly. We at- The Federal debt in rela- 
tempt to ask any Congress- tionship to the Gross Nation- 
man or Senator who has in- al Product is declining. The 
formation to the contrary for Federal debt has gone up in 
his sources so they can be the last 15 years, but in re- 
evaluated. I have stated that lationship to the Gross Na- 
our information was, I think tional Product it is declining, 
the last time we met, that it seems to me this is the 
4000, we thought, left in framework in which these 
March, and that no substan- statistics should best be put. 

: tial number had come in this jr the population increases 
; winter. There is some evi- 3 million or 4 million a year, 
dence that some have left in it is quite obvious you are 
■ April, but not a large num- going to have to have 
; ber. additional services. But the 

Of course, the equipment question is whether this in- 
itself seems to still be there, crease is excessive, and in 
however, so that I would think nearly every case, the per- 
there has been some reduc- centage of expenditures and 
i- tion this winter in the num- in employment have gone 


he island. There has not 
cen a substantial reduction 
i the equipment. There has 


ment should take, the lead 
and should participate milch 
more actively and strongly 


pendent Laos, In the Vienna he geographically closer to us lion on this, I believe, 
statement which the chair- would be substantially • les- A. Well, what is your quek- 
tnan and I made in June of sened, but I think we will tion?, 

1961, committing ourselves have an idea as to whether . Q. The question is: Will 
to that result. Wc have also the Soviet Union is prepared you accept recommendations 
been conscious of the threat to meet its commitments and of the National Academy that 
to the security of independ- whether the other countries we should participate in in- 
ent countries of Asia and who are also signatories, ternationa! birth control stud- 
southeast Asia, which hag which include the Communist ics, supply funds? 
been made quite dear by Chinese and the North Viet- A. Well, we are participate 
the Chinese, so I would say namese and others, are pre- ing in the study of fertility 
that we have serious prob- pared to really see a neutral and reproduction, in the 
lems with them both. We and independent Laos, or de- United Nations, which is an 
would hope that the Soviet termined to try a military International study, at the 
Union would make an cf- takeover. 1 think we should present time. If your quos- 
fort to fulfill its commit- have a clearer idea of that lion is, can we <R> more, 
ments under the Geneva ac- after Governor Harriman’s re- should we know more about 
cord as the United States is turn. the whole reproduction cycle, 

. and should this information 

attempting to do. r_ 11 ,- n | h, I aos he made more available to 


to assume cOiitrol in the 
1950s and perhaps it would 
have been easier to take an 
action then than it is now. 
But those who were in posi- 
tion of responsibility did not 
make that judgment. 

Now, as lo what the pres- 
ent situation we have, as 


-tries of the free world have i nV itatioi 
—cut: free World trade in the and oert 
last two yoars from $800 mil- gouged 
lion to $80 million. We are 3n Lhe j 
working Hdth the OAS (Or- p iUS k' s t; 
ganizatioir' of - A'me rica n (Charles: 
States) to set up an organ iza- a t 

tion which w±ll limit the ajld p r ( 
move m e n’t of protectional wou!d be 
guerrillas in and out of Cuba. A 3 y e 
■Wc have — the OAS have— al- i, s , vear 


a great question as 
er there is 17,000, 1 
000. There are still 


SO I haven’t heard them. non There are’ 

A. Well, I would be glad— °° 0 ’ Th f ® n 
(laughter) You and I share- ®‘ eme "^’ * tll < 
daughter) I would be glad to still 


Test Ban Proposal 

Q. Mr. President, there 1 
were reports fron\ Moscow ’ 
earlier today that the .British 1 
! and American ambassadors 1 
!, during their meeting with 1 
j Chairman Khrushchev had ' 
I presented a new proposal oil ' 
i inspection in an effort to 
: break the deadlock on the 
■ nuclear test ban treaty nego- 
tiations. 

Is it correct that the 
; United States has presented 
. such a proposal and is there 
anything that you can tell 
us about prospects now on 
this issue? 

A. The United States made 
. proposals for Intensification 
of the negotiations and sug- 
gested some procedures by 
which those negotiations 
might be speeded up. 1 am 
not overly sanguine about 
the prospects for an accord. 

, We have been caught, really, 
since December, on the dis- 
agreement between the num- 
' her of tests that should take 


Soviet Control in L 

Q. Could i ask just 


So I don’t think Sen, Keat- 
ing and I are debating a seri- 
ous question, unless there is 
a challenge on one side or 
the other of good faith, and 
Q. Mr. President, France is I am sure there isn’t. It is 
not on your itinerary for this our best information that 
summer, and apparently no 4000 or 5000 have left since 
invitation has been extended January and that there has 
and certainly you have not not been an equal number 
solicited one, but t wonder come in. In fact, much, much 
in the light of Secretary less, 300 or 400 at the most. 
Rusk's talk with President That is our best evidence and 
(Charles) de Gaulle if you I repeat it as it has been 
think a talk between yourself gathered by our intelligence 
and President de Gaulle sources, 
would be useful this summer? 

A. Well, 1 went to France Civil Rifillls Action 

last year. We are going to go q, Mr. President, you 
to Italy and Germany and re j e cted, sir, the Civil R 
Ireland for good reasons in Commission’s piujjuoai 
every case. We have not— I the withholding of f 


the island, national debt was 120 per 
till Soviet c ,. n t of our gross national 
the island, product 15 years ago, and to- 
Sen. Keat- day u is S3 per cent. We arc 
ting a seri- j ar stronger economically 


A, Every April the Wall 
Street Journal writes a story 
on the left-hand side of the 
paper, reporting that Con- • 
gressmen have come back and 
find great apathy about the 
President’s programs. The , 
fact of the matter is that in 
the last month we have had 
five or six important votes on 
the floor of the House and 
and the floor of the Senate 
which I think indicates a sup- 
port of a program of expan- 
sion for United States econ- 
omy. Today we are going to 
pass in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, I am sure, a bill 


We passed the other day in. 
the Senate a bill on mass 
transit. We passed a bill yes- 
terday to provide for re- 
search facilities for water, 
which we are going to need 
greatly in the United States 
in the next 20 or 30 years. 
We are going to pass other 
programs. So l don’t accept 
that al all. If we get a chance 
to get these biLls on the 
floor of the House, so that 
they can be voted upon, 
through the Rules Commit- ■ 
tec, and give members a 
chance to vote for them, in 
my opinion this program to 
a substantial degree will pass. 

The only thing that has 
ever concerned me is wheth- 
er the Rules Committee of 
the House of Representatives 
will release it for a vote. 
But if they release it for a 
vote, I think that the mem- 
bers of the House will make 
very clear that the American 
people are still committed lo 
progress on all of these 
fronts, which I believe is 
essential if we are going to 


far stronger through this 
decade, if we will follow 
monetary and fiscal policies 


One of the reasons I think 
we have such difficulty get- 
ting an acceptance of our ex- 
penditures and our tax 
policies is because people 


tained by the Soviet Union 
airlift. Whether the Soviets 
maintain the same degree of 


ment, I would think i 
he a matter which w 
certainly support. 

Q. Mr. President— 


Summit Meeting 
Q. Mr. President, de 
see any prospect for a 
ing between yourself 


time for the French Pres- 
nt to come to the United 
tes. t think General de 


e to maintain their inilu- 
ce, and whether their in- 
lence will be thrown in the 


of the next couple of months 
de . in Europe, for example? 
f[ u . A. No, I haven’t heard any, 


and there is none planned. 

Q. According to reports 
from London, the British are 


procedures by of ( he Geneva settlement are hoping for a three-way s 


the Soviet Union has 
place. In addition, the: 
other details which ar 
unresolved, not so mui 


What, of course, is happen- that it would be useful un- 
ing in Laos is a struggle be- 1® SS were in agreement 
tween the neutralist forces upon a test ban, which we 
of Kong Lc, who were allied a ™ not now. 
with the Communist, forces rr „ 

in 1961, so that it seems to Reply to Nixon Talk 
me that the very nature of Q. Mr. President, would 
the struggle and the forces you care to address yourself 
involved in the struggle are to criticism expressed by 
the best answer to the some Republicans, including 
charges that have been made Mr. Nixon recently (former 
in the last 24 hours that it Vice President Richard M. 
is the United States which Nixon), about the Administra- 
has disturbed the status quo. lion’s attitude toward Cuba, 
The struggle Is not between and suggesting, perhaps, that 
the forces of Phoumi and the wc are not taking as firm a 
neutralists, but lie tween the stand toward them as wc 


OAS have made it, very clear j b ink actually according to f r om the State of Mississippi, 
that Marxist-Leninst and the p ro t oco i i which need not j n particular; yet, Negroes 
Soviet presence is not a mat- sland in ouc way j t W0U ]d be anc ] other persons in some 
ter winch is acceptable to he the tjmE for lhe Fre ncii Pres- Southern states are cn- 

people of the Hemisphere, wc idcnt t0 con]1 , lo the united countering violence and the 

have been working through g la f es f think General de withholding of some or their 

the Alliance ■••■ Progress to Q au jj e wou i d be glad to rights. Could you discuss 

prevent a repetition of the comc> or protocol aside, I with us what alternative 
Cuban incident. We have W ould he glad to go to France s t eps the Federal Govern-, 
made it wry dear thatw® if there was some matter me nt might be able to take 
would not accept a Hungary whicll we f e lt an exchange, t 0 bring some of these states ? 
111 Cuba. Wc have made it a persQna i exchange would into line with the law of lhe 1 
very clear we would not per- golve j tbink perha p g both i and ? 

mil the movement of troops o£ us feel tjj at on t hose mat- A . Well, in every case that 
from Cuba to another coun- ters which concern us in com- the Civil Rights Commission 
try for offensive purposes. mor)i Prance and the United described, the United States 
We maintain surveillance. gtateSi that they can be best Government has instituted 
We do a good many things, discussed at the diplomatic ] ega ] action in order to pro- 

Now, coming down to the leveJ vide a remcd y. The Civil 

question wJl te |j is* rather Rights Commission gave a 

sidestepped, that is if the Government 111 Exile number of cases of a denial 

United States should go to Q Mr Prcsi dent, another of equal rights at the air 
war in older to remove Gas- jnt 0]1 the exi]e pr0 bi em , line terminal, and all of the 
tro, that nettle is not ^ rathcr jn Jine with an rest . W e are attempting 
grasped, and it would seem adnl0 mU 0 n Lhat you, your- through the established pro- 
to me that we have pretty EcJf _ made last September, cedures set out by the United 
much done all of those things the Attol . ney General sug- States Constitution to give 
that can be done to demon- gcstec( the othcr day that the protection, through lawsuits, 
slrale hostility to the con- Cuban exlles should compose through decisions by the 
cept of a Soviet satellite m .. . differences and speak courts, and a good deal of 
the Caribbean except Lake action has been taken in all 


Apathy al Grassr 

Q. Mr, President, 


Southeast Asia Crisis 
Q. Mr. President, on Laos 
again, several years ago we 
heard a great deal about the 
“falling domino theory” in 
Southeast Asia. 

Do you look upon Laos in 
terms of that country alone, 
or is your concern the effect 

(hat its loss would have in 

Thailand. Viet-Nam and so 

on? Would you discuss that? 

A. That is correct The pop- 
ulation nf Laos is 2 million 
and it is scattered. II is a 
very rough country. It is im- 
portant as a sovereign power. 
The people desire to be inde- 
pendent, and it is also impor- 
tant because it borders the 
Mekong River and, quite ob- 
viously, if Laos fell into Com- 
See TEXT, A21, Cot. 1 


much done all of those things 
that can be done to demon- 
strate hostility to the con- 
cept of a Soviet satellite in 
the Caribbean except take 


these other steps which bring ,, , , , _ f , hcl ; 0 f these eas 

in their wake violence and “ the Gov- Now. * is 


proval or enthusiastic ap- 
proval on the part of your 
Administration toward the 
' setting up of an exile govern 


State of Alabama, the sho 
ing of the postman who w 
attempting in a very tra 


> something with- menl a government in exile? plight of some of ourciti- 
! if, except, per- A _ N s we supported the zens, being assassinated in 
ive said, unleash- arrangemelll oS the Revolu- the road. We have offered to 
es, which cannot tlMa ° y Council in ordcr t0 the State of Alabama he 
it seems to me give the ex jj es a voice> wbicb services of the FBI in the 
serve in a ques- w hoped would be speaking solution of the crime. We do 


good deal more precis 
our prescriptions for 

Cuba Raids by Lx 

Q. Mr. President, no 


all those matters which af- 
fect their relations with the 
United States and the United 
States Government. For us 
to agree and support a 


every legislative, legal tool 
at our command to insure 
protection for the rights of 
or citizens, and we shall con- 


tary value, perhaps done : 
conjunction with the unde 
ground within Cuba? 

A. Well, I would think 
discussion of lhat kind of 
question, if the question 


We shall also continue ni 
to spend Federal funds 
such a way as to encouras 


the 21 Americans who were ever, is an entirely different We shall also continue not 
imprisoned in Cuba have question, because you have — to spend Federal funds in 
been released, what do you we would want to support a such a way as to encourage 
think that the U. S. policy government which would discrimination. What they 
will be toward exile raids strike a responsive cord in were suggesting was some- 
in the future if no U. S laws Cuba, itself. The experience thing different. That was a 
are violated, and if these with governments in exile blanket withdrawal ot red- 
raids may have some mill- have not been particularly eral expenditures from a 
tary value, perhaps done in felicitous, historically speak- state, f said T didnt have 
conjunction with the under- ing. There is no evidence that the power to do so and 1 <10 
ground within Cuba? exiles themselves could de- not think the President 

A. Well, I would think a velop a government which should be given that power, 
discussion of lhat kind of a would necessarily be the because it could be used in 
question, if the question is government which the people other ways differently, 
as you put it, is really not 0 f Cuba would freely choose. But I can just say to you 
very useful to the exiles, or it would seem to me what that the Federal Government 
to the cause of Cuba. It docs would be most valuable now has been extremely active in 
not seem to me lhat public would be a greater degree of the State of Mississippi, from 
discussion of these sorts of cohesion among the exiles before Oxford and since, in 
activities is worthwhile al this regardless of their political an attempt to provide for eon- 
time, or beneficial. view- — and there are substan- stitutional guarantees. v\ e 

, . , tial differences among them hope that the State of Mis- 

l-M.V Bl’miilrasls — sn that they ran negotiate sissippt will do it, and we 

j Q. Mr. President, J under- with us, if that is the proper hope the local police will do 

1 stand that at the request of word, and bring their case it, and we hope mayors 
i the Defense Department, the before other Latin American will do it. Where they non t 
i United States Information countries. In the OAS, so that do it, the Federal Go vein- 
1 Agency is now supplying two we can talk to someone about ment will do it within the 
| five-m i n u t e commentaries the many problems which we limits of our authority, 
j daily on international affairs face and the exiles face with P m „l„vn Salin 

! which arc being broadcast 200,000-250,000 people coming U. S. Employe Ratio 
I by Armed Forces Radio Serv- into our country. But a gov- q, Mr. President, Budget 
1 ice transmitters on botb the eminent in exile, I think that Director (Kermit) Gordon 
East and West Coasts, and in is "a different question, and says that there are fewer 
Germany, and I would like in my view it would be 1m- Federal employes lor every 
to respectfully ask vou prudent today and I dont hundred people today than 
whether you feel it is 'the think it would help the strug- j n 1952 or 1957. Much of the 
business of an official Fed- fi Le - press has always given the 

eral agency to be dissemi- . r . opposite Impression. Hasn t 

eating comment and opinion Russians 111 Cuba the Administration been 

to our citizen soldiers and Q. Mr. President, Sen. (Ken- making correct information 


is ‘a different question, and sa ys that there are fewer 
in my view it would be im- Federal employes for every 
prudent today and I don’t hundred people today than 
think it would help the strug- j n 1952 or 1957. Much of the 
;le. press has always given the 

, „ . opposite Impression. Hasn’t 

Russians 111 Cuba the Administration been 

Q. Mr. President, Sen. (Ken- making correct information 
noth bj Keating flt-K, T-,} ^ 
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